PROFESSORS (BELFAST), &c. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 20 July 1854 ‘,—for. 



RETURNS, “ from the 31st Day of March 1853 to the 31st Day of March 1854, of tee 
Names of the Thirteen Theological and Other Professors and Pensioners at 
Belfast receiving Money from Parliamentary Grants; and of the Number and 
Names of Students attending all the Professors, and how many attend each Professor, 
distinguishing such as attend the Non-subscribing Professors ; and also distinguishing 
those that attended all the Session from those that attended part of it only ; and of the 
Time that such Session continued for actual and exclusive Service and Instruction; also 
of the Number of Hours per Week given by each Professor to his Class, and of the 
Days in each Week so given ; also the Amount of Salary received from the Government 
by each Professor or Pensioner, from his Professorship or Pension ; together with the 
Amount which he receives from the Regium Donum, bis Congregational Income, and 
Pension, whether from the sum of 2,600 l granted in 1853, or otherwise, and what 
Amount he receives for distributing the Regium Donum or other Services, and on 
what scale of Remuneration ; also whether any and which of the said Professors and 
Pensioners receive any and what other Pension from any Source, and whether the 
Congregational Income or Salary of any of the said Professors be appropriated to 
any other purpose than his or their own Private Use because of any Professional or 
other Income received from Government 

“ Of the Congregational Income of the Ministers of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, and any Class or Denomination of Non- 
Conformists in Ireland, who received portions of the Parliamentary Grant of 1 853, 
with the Number of Families belonging to each Congregation ; particularising, in 
each case, the Congregation, Minister’s Name, Date of Ordination or Installation, 
Number of Families, Stipend paid by each Congregation, Aid from Home Mission, 
Value of Glebe, Chaplaincies, Poor Law, Gaol, or Military, Bequests, Donations, &c. ; 
and Total 

“ Of the several Sums received by or paid to the Ministers before-mentioned or referred 
to, or by or to the several Funds for the Benefit of Widows of Ministers from the 
Parliamentary or Government Grant of 1853, amounting to (about) 37,000 l. ; and of 
the Particulars of the Sum of (about) 790 1, for the Expenses of distributing the said 
Sum, or any part thereof, and to whom paid, and the Amount of each Payment, and for 
what Services, aud on what Scale ; and also the Amount paid to Clerks of Synod, and 
whether for any and what Services, or for Pensions or Grants 

“ And, of what Sects or Denominations of Protestant Non-Conformists in Ireland, 
whether they are of any Class of Presbyterians, or of the Sect or Denomination 
usually called Congregational, Wesleyan, Baptist, or Otherwise, which do not 
receive any Grant of Money for their Professors, Ministers, the Widows o f Ministers, 
or otherwise howsoever.” . 



[Mr. Hadfield.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

12 August 1854. 



520. 
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RETURN, from the 31st Day of March 1853 to the 31st. Day of March 1854, of the 
Names of the Thirteen Theological and Other Professors and Pensioners at 
Belfast receiving Money from Parliamentary Grants ; and of the Number and 
Names of Students attending all the Professors, and how many attend each Professor 
distinguishing such as attend the Non-subscribing Professors ; and also distinguishing 
those that attended all the Session from those that attended part of it only ; and of the 
Time that such Session continued for actual and exclusive Service and Instruction • also 
of the Number of Hours per Week given by each Professor to his Class, and of the 
Days in each Week so given ; also the Amount of Salary received from the Government 
by each Professor or Pensioner, from his Professorship or Pension ; together with the 
Amount which he receives from the Regiura Donum, his Congregational Income and 
Pension, whether from the Sum of 2,600 1. granted in 1853, or otherwise, and what 
Amount he receives for distributing the Regium Donum or other Services, and on 
what scale of Remuneration ; also whether any and which of the said Professors and 
Pensioners receive any and what other Pension from any Source, and whether the 
Congregational Income or Salary of any of the said Professors be appropriated to 
any other purpose than his or their own Private Use because of any Professional or 
other Income received from Government. 



SCHEDULE. 



Theological Professors at Belfast. 

Of the General Assembly, receiving each 250 1. per Annum Salary. 



Systematic Theology - - - Rev. John Edgar, d.d. - No Return received. 

Bihlieal Criticism - Rev. Robert Wilson, d.d. - - - - - p. 2 

Church History, &c. - Rev. W. D. Killen, d.d. - - - - - -p. 4 

Hebrew - Rev. J. G. Murphy, ll.d. - - - _ - p. 4 

Biblical Greek - - - - Mr. Edward Masson - - - No Return received. 

Christian Ethics - Rev. William Gibson ... No Return received. 

Sacred Rhetoric - Rev. Henry Cooke, d.d. ll.d. - - - - - p. 5 

Of the Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Association, receiving each 160 1 . per Annum 
Salary. 

Theology, &c. .... R e v. Henry Montgomery, ll.d. - - - - p. 6 

Ditto ----- Rev. John Scott Porter - - - _ - -p. 8 

Pensioners, and Amount of Annual Pension. 

Rev. William Bruce, 150/. - -- -- -- -- -- - p. 9 

Rev. T. D. Hincks - 150/. - - - - - . - - _ _ -p. 9 

Rev. John Ferrie - 150 1. - -- -- -- -- No Return received. 

J. R. Young, Esq. - 150/. - -- -- -- -- No Return received. 



GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE. 



RETURN of the Rev. Robert Wilson , d.d. 



Albion Place, Belfast, 1 August 1854. 

On the 31st of March 1853 there were 43 students in the Class of Biblical Criticism; 
but as the Order obviously contemplates the attendance during the last Collegiate Session, 
I have to state that the number amounted to 37, the names of whom are the following : 



Robert Hogg. 

James Rea. 

Edward Kimmitt. 
James Megaw. 
James M‘ Roberts. 
George Magill. 
James M'Clenaghan. 
John Gass. 

Robert Dunlop. 

John Chambers. 
Robert Montgomery. 
Moffatt Jackson. 
Samuel Kelso. 



Marshall Moore. 
William J. Browne. 
James Thomson. 
John Thomson. 
Robert H. Harshaw. 
Robert M'Cally. 
Isaac Rutherford. 
William R. Black. 
David H. M ‘Mur trie. 
John M'Keown. 
James Graham. 
David Robinson. 



Lamont Hutchinson. 
John Craig. 

Edward Blair. 

Robert Crawford. 
Harcourt P. Charleton. 
James D. Cuffey. 
Alexander Field. 

Thomas Anderson. 
Robert Boyle. 

Robert Beattie, 

Robert Nelson. 

William Johnston. 

All 
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All tliese students attended during the entire session, with the exception of Robert 
Boyle, who left the class on the 1st of February to accept of a situation as teacher. The 
College Session begins on the first Tuesday in November, and ends the last week in April; 
and there is a vacation of eight days at the close of December and commencement of 
January. The class meets every week-day, except Saturday, one hour daily; and, at the 
beginning of the session, there are occasional extra meetings for the voluntary examination 
of students on subjects prepared during the summer recess. I receive from Government a 
salary of 250 /. per annum, subject, at present, to the income tax, which reduces it by 
14/. 12 s. The fee of each student is two guineas; but, after attending a second session, 
he is free of the class. On examining the list I find that 12 such free students attended 
the class during the last session, f receive no stipend from a congregation, no Regium 
Donum, nor any pension from any source whatever. 

(signed) Robert Wilson, d. o.. 

Professor of Biblical Criticism. 

(Countersigned.) 

Robert Wilson, d.d.. 

Secretary of Faculty. 



Sir, Belfast, 1 August 1854. 

I am instructed by the Faculty of the General Assembly’s Theological College to lay 
before you a brief statement explanatory, in some degree, of the returns recently ordered 
by the House of Commons, so far as they affect the position, laboui’s, and efficiency of the 
Assembly’s theological professors. This college comprises, at present, the six following 
chairs, namely, Systematic Theology, Dr. Edgar; Biblical Criticism, Dr. Wilson; 
Church History, Dr. Killen ; Christian Ethics, Mr. Gibson ; Hebrew, Dr. Murphy : 
Sacred Rhetoric and Catechetics, Dr. Cooke. By the death of Dr. Hanna, in the spring 
of 1852, one professorship of theology ceased to exist, and at the meeting of Assembly in 
July 1854, it was resolved to discontinue the chair of Biblical and Ecclesiastical Greek. 
If then the number of our theological professors appeared to any parties disproportionate 
to that of the students, these reductions will go far to bring about the desired or requisite 
adjustment. 

It is only fair to ourselves to put The House in possession of the fact that the number 
of students embraced in these returns is greatly below the average of former years, as is 
attested by the statistics of our different collegiate classes. Before the famiue of 1846-47 
affected the attendance in the theological department, I had for several years a class more 
than double the number of that which is reported to Parliament in the present returns. 
In Great Britain and America, and especially in Ireland, the last few years have witnessed 
a considerable falling off in the attendance on colleges, and other seminaries of education, 
both literary and theological. Some of the causes of the diminution are merely temporary, 
while others may probably exert a permanent influence. In common with other sections 
of the Christian Church, the attention of the General Assembly has been earnestly directed 
to this state of things ; and there is reason to conclude that the attendance of students 
in most of the classes, respectable even in its minimum condition, will in the course of a 
few years be largely augmented. 

It may be desirable, though somewhat beyond the range of the returns now ordered, to 
apprise Parliament of the amount of work actually done by the Assembly’s theological 
professors. In the different classes, essays on subjects prescribed by the professors are 
composed by the students ; and a considerable amount of time and labour, in private, out 
of college hours, is devoted by each professor to the critical examination of these essays. 
This I have always looked upon as one of the most important and valuable elements in 
the training of voung men for any of the learned professions. 

Besides, at the close of the session in April, subjects are appointed, on which the 
students may exercise their minds during the summer recess in preparing for the exami- 
nations in November. For instance, at the close of last session the President of Faculty 
announced the following prizes : — 

“1. The Hughes’ Scholarship, of 20 /., established by Lady Johnston. Subjects of 
examination : ‘ The Epistle to the Hebrews,’ in Greek ; ‘ The First Book of Calvin’s 
Institutes ; ’ and * Claude’s Essay on the Composition of a Sermon.’ 

“2. Two scholarships of 10 1 . each, the donations of friends to the Presbyterian 
College. Subjects of examination : ‘ Fhst Vol. of Reid’s History of the Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland; ’ ‘ Butler’s Analogy, Second Part.’ 

“3. A scholarship of 10/., the donation also of a friend. .Subjects: ‘The Shorter 
Catechism, with the Scripture Proofs ; ’ ‘The Book of Ruth, in Hebrew. 

“ Tuesday and Wednesday, the 7th and 8th of November, are appointed for holding 
these examinations, which will be conducted by written questions and answers.” 

529. a 2 Trusting 
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Trusting that this communication in regard to the returns may prove useful by way of 
introduction and explanation 

I have, &c. 

The Right Hon. Sir J. Young, (signed) Robert Wilson, 

Chief Secretary for Ireland. 

P. S . — I should have stated that the law of the General Assembly requires any professor 
being a minister to resign his congregation, with all its emoluments, before entering on the 
duties of his professorship. 

(signed) R. Wilson. 



RETURN of the Rev. W. D. Killen, d.d. 



Names of the Students of the Church History Class of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland, for the Session 1853-54. 



James Rea. 

Robert Hogg. 
Edward Kimraitt. 
Moffat Jackson. 

John Fleming. 

James Megaw. 
James M‘Roberts. 
Robert Dunlop. 
Robert Montgomery. 
John Chambers. 
John Samuel Gass. 
John Greenlees. 

John Linton. 

George Magill. 
Samuel Kelso, 
William Brown. 
James M'Clenahan. 



Robert Mitchel. 

James M'Cully. 

John Craig. 

Robert M‘ Cully, 
Robert Allen. 

Isaac Rutherford. 
Robert Crawford. 
James Thomson. 
Edward Blair. 

David Robinson. 

John Thomson. 

David H. M'Murtry. 
John Houston. 

John Witherow, 
William Taylor Whan. 
Marshall Moore. 



Robert H. Harshaw, 
John M'Keown. 
William Reid Black. 
James Graham. 

John Helmes. 

H. P. Charleton. 
James D. Cuffy. 
Alexander Field. 
Thomas Anderson. 
Thomas Turner. 
Robert Beatty. 

Robert Boyle. 

Robert Neilson. 

John Anderson Smith. 
William Johnston. 
Lamont Hutcheson. 



Forty-nine students, as named above, attended the class for the entire session, with the 
exception of Robert Boyle, who left about the middle of the session. 

The class meets one hour each ordinary week day, with the exception of Saturday. It 
also meets occasionally an extva hour for special exercises. 

The college session commences in the first week in November and terminates in the last 
week of April. 

The professor receives a salary of 250 l. per annum from Government. He has no pension 
and no congregation. 

(signed) W. D. Killen, d.d., 

1st August 1854. Prof, of Eccl. Hist, and Pastoral Theology for the 

Presbyterian Church in Ireland . 

(Countersigned.) 

Robert Wilson, d.d,. 

Secretary of Faculty. 



RETURN of the Rev. J. G. Murphy, ll.d. 

4, Camden Terrace, Belfast, 

Sir, i August 1854. 

The names of the students attending me as Professor of Hebrew for the Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland during the session 1853-54, are 

Senior. Junior. 



1 . Robert Hogg. 

2. Moffat Jackson. 

3. John Samuel Gass. 

4. Robert Dunlop. 

5. James Thomson. 

6 . John Thomson. 

7. James D. Cuffey. 

8. George Magill. 

9. Robert H. Harshaw. 

10. Alexander Field. 

11. John Holmes. 

12. John Houston. 

13. John Linton. 

14. William John Brown. 

15. Robert Beattie. 

16. Thomas Turner. 

17. John Steele. 



1. John Greenlees. 

2. William Graham. 

3. Hamilton Martin. 

4. John Burns. 

5. James M'Cully. 

6. John Beattie. 

7. John Fleming. 

8. Robert J, Lynd. 

9. Robert Mitchell. 

10. Hillis Kyle. 

11. William T. Whan. 

12. Leslie A. Lyle. 

13. John H. M'Kinnon. 

14. William Johnston. 



The 
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The whole number of my students is thus 81 , of whom L. A. Lyle and J. H. M‘Kinnon did 
not complete the session, the former from pressure of other studies, the latter from illness 
The length of the session is six months, commencing in the first week of November and" 
ending in the last week of April, with an interval of one week at the end of the year 
I was engaged in teaching during the last session six days in the week, one hour each day' 
I receive 250 l. per annum at present, reduced by lid. in the pound income tax from 
Government, and two guineas from each student attending my class. I do not receive any 
part of the Regium Donum, congregational income, or pension. J 



Sir John Young, 
&c. &c. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) James G. Murphy. 

(Countersigued.) 

Robert Wilson, d.d., 

Secretary of Faculty. 



RETURN of the Rev. Henry Cooke, d.d., ll.d. 

Class of Sacked Rhetoric and Catechetics: Professor, — Henry Cooke, d.d., ll.d. 
The number of students attending this class on the 31st day of March 1853, was 91 ; 
but, as it is presumed the object of the required return is to obtain the number and names 
of students, not for two sessions, but for one merely, the number and names of students 
attending during Session 1853-54, are here subjoined: 



Under-Graduates, Candidates for the Holy Ministry : 



Jacob Mack. 
James Herron. 
Robert Dodds. 
John Welron. 
John Bell. 
George Moore. 
Thomas Gibson. 
Henry Hamilton. 
Robert Meares. 



Thomas Sinclair. 
Joshua Paul. 
Robert Svnd. 

R. B. M'Cay. 
James Davidson. 
John Davidson. 
James Strain. 
Samuel Johnston. 
George Hammill. 



Joseph Corkey. 
John Burns. 

John Beattie. 
William Graham, 
Hamilton Martin. 
Leslie Lyle. 

John Steele. 
Francis Pettigrew. 
James Gibson. 



Under- Graduates, not Candidates for the Ministry : 

Joseph Chestnut. Henry Cowan. Robert Stewart. 

Acheson Bartley. John M'Bride. 



Graduates or Magistrands, Students in Theology : 



James Graham. 
William T. Whan. 
James M'Cully. 

J ohn Greenlees. 

John Huston. 

James M ‘Roberts. 
John Chambers. 
John Thomson. 
Robert Mitchel. 

John Heming. 
William Johnston. 
Robert Montgomery. 
Thomas Turner. 

John Witherow. 

John Sinton. 

John A. Smith. 



Robert Hogg. 

David M'Murtry. 
James Megaw. 
Robert Bayle. 

James M'Clenaghan. 
Lamont Hutchinson. 
Robert Beattie. 
William Graham. 
John Gass. 

Janies Rea. 

Edward Kimmit. 
Robert Crawford. 
Edward Blair. 

John Holmes. 

David Robinson. 
Isaac Rutherford. 



Robert Nelson. 
John Craig. 
William R. Black. 
Robert Dunlop. 
Moffat Jackson. 
Alexander Field. 
H. P. Charlton. 
Marshall Moore. 
Samuel Kelso. 
James Thomson. 
William J. Brown. 
George Magill. 
James Cuffy. 

John M'Keovvn. 
Thomas Anderson. 
Robert llarshaw. 



All the above-written students attended the entire session, from the opening in November 
till the closing in the last week in April, with exception of one who died, and of two who 
accepted literary employments, but who must complete the session at some future time. 

According to the order of Assembly the College Session commences on the first Monday 
in November, and closes on the last Friday in April, the only recess being the last week in 
the year. This arrangement corresponds with that of the Scotch Universities, at which the 
Irish Presbyterian Ministers were formerly educated, and which are still attended by a few 
Irish students (Minutes of Assembly, 1847, p, 605). 

Days of attendance in this class: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday. 

Hours of attendance: Monday, three hours; Tuesday, one hour; Wednesday three 
hours; Thursday, one hour; Friday, three hours ; Saturday, two hours. I give also two 

5 2 9- a 3 additional 
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additional hours of attendance eacli week, as Dean of Residences, Queen’s College, 
Belfast, 

N.B. — The attendance required by the Assembly was merely three hours in the week 
(Minutes, 1847, p. 604), leaving any additional time to my own choice. I soon found that 
ten hours in the week was the briefest period that could satisfy my opinion of duty; and 
this I consider sufficient. The three additional hours are given for the accommodation of 
students who are engaged in tuition, and cannot attend at the ordinary hours. 

My salary as prolessor is 250/., date 1847; from Regiutn Donum I receive nothing; 
from congregational income I receive nothing; as agent for Regium Dunum I receive 
per annum, 320 /., date 1845, and render no other services unless what are connected 
therewith. 

There is no scale of remuneration ; the amount is fixed. I receive no pension from any 
other source. 

I have no congregational income ; I had 400 /. per annum, which I resigned for a salary, 
as professor, of 250 Z., because I had during many years acted as professor without salary, 
and believed I could do some good in forming the minds of our future ministry. Thus I 
have no congregational income, because I have no congregation. But, being required by 
Act of Assembly (Minutes of 1847, p. 604) to preach to the students, Ido so in the pulpit 
of what was my congregation, not as their stated minister, but as a mere permissive locum 
tenens. What use is made of the pew rents (the only congregational income) I do not 
know, nor do l feel myself warranted to inquire ; but I believe it is applied in liquidating 
the arrears of a heavy building debt, in defraying the cost of extensive repairs rendered 
necessary through an oversight of the architect, and in paying a high ground rent, insur- 
ance, precentor, choir, and sexton. 

The foregoing are all the particulars of the required returns to which I am able to reply 
accurately and fully. 

(signed) H. Cooke. 

(Countersigned.) 

Robert Wilson , d.d., 

Secretary of Faculty. 



NON-SUBSCRIBING PRESBYTERIAN ASSOCIATION. 



RETURN made by the Rev. II. Montgomery, ll.d., Professor of Moral Philosophy, 
Pastoral Theology, and Ecclesiastical History, in Connexion with the Association of 
Non-subscribing Presbyterians in Ireland. 

Dunmurry Glebe, 31 July 1854. 

1. “ The Number and Names of Students.” The regular session of my classes extends 
from the 10th day of November to the 1st day of May, and consequently the Par- 
liamentary Order requiring a return “ from the 31st day of March 1853 to the 31st day of 
March 1854,” embraces a portion of two sessions. To render my return therefore at once 
correct and intelligible, I deem it necessary to state, that during the entire session ended 
1 May 1853, my three classes were attended by the following students; viz., Moore Getty, 
John Roberts, William Crozier, John Jennings, and Franklin Bradley; and during the 
full session ended 1st May 1854, they were attended by William Crozier, John Jennings, 
and Franklin Bradley. 

2. “ The Days for Instruction each Week,” were six ; from two to three hours of every 
Saturday being exclusively devoted to metaphysics and moral philosophy, in consequence 
of there being no ethical class in the Irish Queen’s Colleges. The period for lecture or 
examination on each of the other five days extended from one hour to one hour and a half, 
independently of a considerable portion of extra time necessarily employed every week in 
teaching the students to read the Sacred Scriptures and devotional poetry, or in hearing 
and criticising prayers and discourses ; each student being required, in daily rotation, to 
open the business of the class with prepared or extempore prayer, and to deliver four lectures 
or sermons each session on prescribed subjects, and in accordance with a prescribed plan. 
These statements show that it would be impossible to specify the exact “ number of hours 
weekly dedicated to instruction”; but they show likewise there has been no niggardly 
expenditure of time and labour, either on the part of professor or students. 

3. Since the year 1847 I have received 150/. per annum for conducting the entire busi- 
ness of the three classes placed under my care ; but it is only justice to myself to state that, 
previously to 1847, l had taught gratuitously for 12 or 13 years, cheerfully devoting my 
best exertions to the preparation of an efficient ministry for the churches with which it is 
my privilege to be connected. 

4. As minister of Dunmurry I receive 92 /. 6 s. 2 d. annually out of the Parliamentary 
grant entitled Regium Donum. I also received last year 69/. 9.?, l J d. of pew rents, or 
money stipend, from my congregation, in addition to the benefit of a pleasant manse and 
farm, worth about 60 /. per annum ; so that my virtual income from my congregation is 
about 130 Z. a year. 

5. My 
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5. My salary, as distributor of Regium Donum to the several ministers of the Remon- 
strant Synod of Ulster and Presbytery of Antrim, is 230 1. per annum, including an allow- 
ance for stamps, postages, stationery, &c. 

6. I receive from the revenues of the State no other sum or sums of money, except those 
above specified : and no part of my congregational income is appropriated to any other pur- 
pose than my private use, on account of my professional and other income derived from 
Government, 

(signed) H. Montgomery , ll.d. 



Remarks in Connexion with the First Head of Return. 

The students in my several classes have fluctuated in numbers from eleven to three; the 
number, during the last session, having been the smallest since the year 1835. Various 
temporary causes have contributed to this decline of numbers, all of them operating propor- 
tionally, as I have reason to believe, in relation to the theological students of other dis- 
senting churches, and the literary classes of the Queen’s Colleges. Amongst the most 
prominent of those causes may be noticed : 1st. The distressed condition for several years 
of the farming classes, from which the supply of Presbyterian ministers has always been 
chiefly drawn. 2d. The heavy fees, protracted sessions, and oppressive studies in the Queen’s 
Colleges. 3d. The general mania for emigration and the increased rewards for educated 
industry in other employments, involving less toil and responsibility than the Christian 
ministry. And, finally, the comparatively, indeed absolutely, inadequate support generally 
given to their pastors by Presbyterian congregations during the last seven years especially. 

The time and labour of teaching, however, are not perceptibly affected by the number of 
students ; for a professor must go over his entire course with one student, as well as with 50 ; 
and I can personally aver that my last session, with only three pupils, was the most labo- 
rious through which I ever passed. 

The Non-subscribing Presbyterians of Ireland, besides, must have pastors of some kind ; 
and I believe I shall not be considered as speaking either invidiously or boastfully, when 
I say that their intelligence, their social position, and their moral deportment, entitle them 
to enjoy the advantages of a pious and cultivated ministry, as much as any other portion of 
their fellow Christians in this country. And when it is remembered, that in proportion to 
their numbers (which are not inconsiderable) they contribute as largely, at least, to the 
public revenue, as any other class of their countrymen, I respectfully maintain that they 
are equitably entitled, in common with Episcopalians, Roman-catholics, and Calvinistic 
Presbyterians, to receive from the State a fair amount for the suitable education of their 
religious instructors. 

1 should be ashamed to seek endowments for six or seven professors to instruct the rising 
pastors of our comparatively small denomination ; for although such an array of teachers 
would undoubtedly be advantageous to our church, it would be decidedly disproportionate 
to our numbers, and inequitable in relation to other sects. Consequently Ido, without 
murmuring, to the extent of my powers, the work allotted to three separate and well-endowed 
professors, in connexion with other churches, Roman-catholic and Protestant. My dis- 
tinguished colleague, the Rev. J. S. Porter, also discharges the duties of three professor- 
ships ; and I fearlessly maintain, that'for such services to a respectable portion of the com- 
munity, involving labours so onerous and lesponsibilities so great, we are neither dispro- 
portionately nor extravagantly remunerated by the small salary of 150 l. a year, or 50 l. for 
each professorship : especially when it is a fact, that we taught gratuitously from the year 
1835 to the year 1847. 

Remarks relating to the Fifth Head of Return. 

It is well known to the Earl of Carlisle (then Lord Morpeth), that in consequence of my 
appointment as agent for the distribution of Regium Donum, I retired, in the year 1839, 
from the comparatively lucrative office of head master in the English and geographical 
department of the Royal Belfast Institution, in order to devote my time exclusively to my 
pastoral and professional duties. That step I took in full reliance, that, in accordance 
with all precedent and good faith, I should enjoy my salary as bounty agent for my own 
support and that of my family “ during life or good behaviour.” 



529 - 



RETURN, 
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RETURN, from the 31st. day of March 1853 to the 31st day of March 1854, on the part 
of the Rev. J. Scott Porter, Professor of Hebrew and Theology to the Non-Subscribing 
Association in Ireland. 



My name is John Scott Porter. I have had, during the period specified in the order of 
the Honourable House, six students attending my classes, whose names are, Moore Getiy, 
John Jennings, a. b., of Queen’s University, John A. Crozier, Franklin Bradley, and John 
Roberts, ail of whom attended full sessions, and Francis JVFAfee, who attended about 
four-fifths of a session. The classes and sessions respectively attended by these six students 
were as follows, viz : 

Session ended 1st May 1853 — Hebrew, Chaldee and Syriac Class: John A. Crozier 
John Jennings, John Roberts, Franklin Bradley and F. M'Afee. — Theological Class: 
Moore Getty, John Jennings, F. Bradley, John A. Crozier, John Roberts. 

Session ended 1 st May 1854. — Hebrew, Chaldee and Syriac Class: John Jennings, a. b., 
John A. Crozier and Franklin Bradley. — Theological Class: John Jennings, a. b., John 
A. Crozier and F, Bradley. 

My session (for actual .service and instruction), continues from the 10th of November in 
each year till 1st of May following. 1 do not know what is meant by “ Exclusive service 
and instruction.” 1 give to my classes ten hours in each week during the session, besides 
about as many more which are occupied in preparing my lectures and in revising the 
exercises of the students. The ten hours above specified are distributed as follows, viz. : 

Hebrew, Chaldee and Syriac class, from 8 o’clock a. m. till 9 o’clock a. m., on Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday in each week. Theological class, from 10 
o’clock a. m. till 11 o’clock a. m., on the same days. It may be right to add that my course 
of theology occupies two sessions, one of which is devoted to textual criticism, hermen- 
eutics and exegesis; the other to natural theology, the evidences of Christianity and 
doctrinal divinity. The Hebrew class is usually distributed into two divisions: a junior 
class for beginners, and a senior class for students who have made some progress in the 
language; so that, each session, I am really conducting three classes every day in the week 
except Saturday and Sunday, viz., a junior Hebrew class, a senior Hebrew class, and a 
Theological class; during the session ended 1st May 1854, however, 1 had no junior 
Hebrew student. 

The amount of salary which I receive from Government on account of my professorship 
is 150 l . ; the Royal Bounty which I enjoy, as minister of the Presbyterian Congregation, 
Belfast, is 92 l. 6 s. 2 d. per annum. I am not concerned in the distribution of the Royal 
Bounty, nor have I ever had a pension. No part of my congregational income is appropriated 
to any other purpose than my own private use. 

In making this return, which I have endeavoured to make as precise and definite as 
possible, I trust I may be permitted to add, that my chair was endowed by Parliament in 
the year 1847, upon an “Amended Estimate for the Belfast Academical Institution,” 
(directed to be substituted for that in No. 10, Class IV., of the Miscellaneous Estimates for 
that year), signed J. Parker, and dated 17th May 1847. To that “ Amended Estimate,” is 
subjoined a letter from the Right Honourable H. Labouchere, then Chief Secretary for 
Ireland “ showing the ground of the alteration of the estimate submitted for that service,” 
from which I copy the following extract : “ I have further to state that a body of Presby- 
terians in Ireland, differing in doctrine from the General Assembly, and called the Non- 
subscribing Association, have had for some years two Professors of Divinity, who are 
accommodated with class i-ooms in the Belfast Academical Institution ; but no sa'ary has 
yet been voted towards their support. As the Presbyterian ministers of that denomination, 
however, share in the grant for non-conforming ministers in the same way as the ministers 
of the General Assembly, and a deputation from this body having brought ihe subject very 
fully under my notice, I consider that, with reference to all the circumstances of the case, 
salaries ol 150 1. each should be placed on the estimate of the Belfast Academical 
Institution, for the two professors alluded to.” * * * “I have every reason to believe 
that these arrangements will be perfectly satisfactory to the respectable and numerous body 
of Her Majesty s subjects iu Ireland whom they principally affect, and I trust that their 
Lordships will agree with me, that the importance of the objects which they are calculated 
to promote quite outweighs the comparatively small increase of expense they will occasion.” 
—(See the Amended Estimate, be c, ordered to be printed 17th May 1847, numbered 404.) 

I have only to add, that although the chair was not endowed till 1847, I have been 
duingthe duty ot Theological Professor since the commencement of the year 1835. 



Belfast, 27 July 1854. 



(signed) J. Scott Porter, 

Professor of Hebrew and Theology. 
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PENSIONERS. 



RETURN of the Rev. W. Bruce , 

Sir, Belfast, 27 July 1854. 

In reply to your letter of the 20th July, enclosing an Order of the House of Commons 
and requiring a return, in conformity with the same 1 have to state, that since the abolition of 
the Collegiate department of the Royal Belfast Academical Institution, by the establishment 
of Queen's College, I have leceived, as compensation for my loss of income as Professor 
of Greet and Latin, 150 /. per annum, out of which the income tax is deducted. That, as 
minister of the First Congregation of Presbyterians in Belfast, I receive 100 l. Irish per 
annum, being the portion of the Regium Donum allotted to the same ; that I receive 
further 120 l. per annum stipend from the congregation ; that I receive no other income 
from any of the sources mentioned in the Order; that no part of this income, as far as I 
know, is derived “ from the sum of 2,600 /. granted in 1853 ” ; and that there is no part 
of this income appropriated to any other purpose than my own private use. 

I believe that I have fully answered, as far as 1 am concerned, all the particulars contained 
in that order. 1 am not aware of any officer by whom this return could be signed ; but if 
in this or any other particular, my answer is deficient, I will endeavour to supply whatever 
may be wanting. 

I have, &c. 

Major Larcom, (signed) W. Bruce. 

See. &c. &c. 



RETURN of the Rev. T. D. Hindis. 



Sir > Belfast, 31 July 1854. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th July. In reply, I have to 
slate, that T receive only the one annual sum of 150 l, with the usual deduction of income 
tax ; that I was Professor of Hebrew in the Royal Belfast Institution, but that I have not 
taught for many years, and have understood that I was not to be called on to do so ; that 
I am now in my 88th year, and do not receive any other sum as a professor or minister. I 
am not aware of any proper officer to whom I can apply to sign my return. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Thomas Dix Hincks. 
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A RETURN of the several Sums received by or paid to the Ministers before mentioned or referred to or 
by or to the several Funds for the Eeneflt of Widows of Ministers, from the Parliamentary or Government 
Grant of 1853, amounting to (about) 37,000 l, and of the Particulars of the Sum of (about) 700 l for the 
Expenses of distributing the said Sum, or any part thereof, and to whom paid, and the Amount of each 
Payment, and for what Services, and on what Scale ; and also the Amount paid to Clerks of Synod, and 
whether for any and what Services, or for Pensions or Grants. 





Amount paid to 


SYNODS, &c. 


Ministers, (or 
their 

Representatives). 


Widows’ Fund. 


Clerks of Synod. 


Agents. 


] . Synod of Ulster, comprising the 
Congregations connected with the 
General Assembly, not distin- 
guished as “ Seceders ” 


£. s. d . 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


28,008 8 11 


591 - 2 


46 3 - 


320 - - 


2. Seceders connected with the 










General Assembly - - - 


9,450 7 - 


103 17 - 


46 3 - 


— 


3. Secession Synod - 


415 8 - 


- 


— 




4. Remonstrant Synod of Ulster - 


1,950 1 2 


- - - 


46 3 - j 


1 280 - _ 


5. Presbytery of Antrim 


900 - 4 


- 


- 


J 


6. Synod of Munster - 


323 1 8 


- - ■ 


13 16 8 


| 30 - - 


7. Presbytery of Munster - 


582 14 2 


17 6 2 


- - * 


Total - - 


36,630 1 3 


712 3 4 


152 5 8 


580 - - 



Names of Agents. 



Rev. H enry Cooke, 

D.D., LL.D. 



Rev. Henry Montgom- 
ery, LL.D. 



Rev. Joseph Hutton. 



NOTES. 

1. The sums paid to the several Ministers appear in the preceding Lists. 

2. The annual sum of 3o6 l. is paid to the Widows’ Fund of the Synod of Ulster. The portion of the grant belonging 
to a vacant congregation, is paid to the Widows’ Fund of tlie synod, &c., to which it belongs for the four quarters next 
foUowing that in which the vacancy commences ; the payment for that quarter being made to the former minister, or to his 
widow or legal representative, and the first payment to the new minister, being for the quarter commencing next after his 
ordination or installation. 

3. Of the sum of 795 1. 2 s. id. estimated for salaries, &c., of agents, only 580/. was actually paid. The estimate 
includes 215 Z. 2 s. id., the salary and stationery allowance of the agent for the Seceders. That officer has been suspended 
since the 3d of July 1851, and the ministers formerly paid by him, viz., those distinguished as Seceders, whether connected 
with the General Assembly or forming a separate synod, are now paid direct by the Paymaster of Civil Services ; but the 
amount of the salary is included in the annual estimate, with the view of avoiding any inconvenience in case of the suspension 
being terminated within the year. 

4. The services for which the salaries are paid to the Agents, are as follows. Before the termination of each quarter, the 
agent transmits to the Chief Secretary’s Office, an estimate of the sum required for the ensuing quarter, with a statement of 
any changes that may have occurred in the list of recipients of the grant, by deaths or other vacancies, new appoint- 
ments, &c. And in case of the death of a minister during the quarter, he is expected to state the name of the widow or 
representative of the deceased, to whom the payment for the quarter is to be made j a list of the parties to be paid, and the 
amount to be paid to each, is then prepared, signed by the Chief or Under Secretary, and transmitted to the agent ; and, the 
amount being lodged to his account by the Paymaster of Civil Services, he makes the payments accordingly. He finally 
transmits to the Commissioners of Audit an account of the sums received and paid by him, with vouchers and the above- 
nientioned list as his authority. In addition to this quarterly duty, cases occasionally occur on which correspondence is 
required between the Government and the agent. With respect to the Seceders who are not paid through an agent, the 
information required by the Government is obtained from the clerks of presbyteries, who arc expected to report all changes 
affecting the payments to be made on account of the seceding congregations in their respective presbyteries. 

o. The salaries of the agents have not been fixed with reference to any general scale. 

6. The sularies of the clerks of the several synods are not paid in consideration of any services rendered by them to the 
Government. The following letters from the clerks of the General Synod of Ulster, and the Synod of Munster, state their 
services to their respective synods. No returns have been received from the clerks of the Seceding and Remonstrant Synods j 
the lornier is'-senior clerk of the General Assembly. 
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RETURN of the Rev. Robert Park, a. m. 

Sir, . Ballymoney, 3 August 1854. 

In accordance with the desire of the Lord Lieutenant, I have pleasure in furnishing 
the information required relative to my official situation as clerk of the General Synod of 
Ulster. 

As clerk of the General Synod of Ulster, I attend all meetings of the synod, and of 
« the fixed committee ” of the synod, take minutes of the proceedings, and conduct any 
correspondence arising therefrom. 

Connected with my office as clerk of the General Synod of Ulster, I am " junior ” and 
acting clerk of “ the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland ; ” am obliged 
to attend all the meetings of the assembly, annual and special ; take minutes of the proceed- 
ings, engross its records, and have them in safe keeping ; and conduct all correspondence 
which may arise from my office. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Robert Park, a, m., 

Clerk of the General Synod of Ulster, and Junior Clerk 
of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 

Major Larcom, Church in Ireland. 

&c. &c. &c. 



RETURN of the Rev. William Hunter. 

Sir, Bandon, 4- August 1854. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the 2d instant, with 
“ Copy of an Order of the House of Commons, dated the 20th ultimo. ” 

Presuming that the return which his Excellency requires relates exclusively to my 
services and salary as clerk of the Synod of Munster, I beg to state in reply, that I am 
required to attend all meetings of the synod, whether general or special; to summon special 
meetings when directed to do so by the moderator ; to make out the minutes of the proceed- 
ings of the synodical meetings, and enter them in the minute-book; to print copies of the 
minutes at my own expense, and forward them to the several members of the synod, whether 
ministers or elders ; to take charge of the synodical records ; to look after and sign the 
annual congregational returns required by the Irish Government, and to conduct such cor- 
respondence as the circumstances of the synod may render necessary. My annual salary, 
which forms a part of the Parliamentary grant, is 13 l. 16 s. 8 d. 

1 am, &c. 

Major Larcom, Dublin Castle. (signed) William Hunter. 



RETURN of Sects or Denominations of Protestant Non-Conformists in Ireland, which 
do not eceive any Grant of Money for their Professors, Ministers, &c. 

No Protestant Non-Conformists, sects, or denominations in Ireland, other than already 
mentioned, receive any grant of money for their professors, ministers, the widows of ministers, 
or otherwise howsoever, nor has the Government any official information with regard to 
any others ; hut it is matter of public notoriety that the following bodies exist in Ireland : 

Reformed Presbyterians. 

Associate Presbytery of Ireland. 

Wesleyan Methodists (Original Connexion), 

Ditto - ditto - (Primitive.) 

Ditto - ditto - (New Connexion.) 

Con gregationalists. 

Baptists. 

Moravians. 
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(Mr. Hadfield.) 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




